
 

 

Make an Impact Through Giving: Ownership 
Sunday a.m.   4/8/2018 

 

❖ We will look this year at how we can make an IMPACT (acronym) 
 

Intentionally Making People Aware of Christ Today 
 

✪ You will find how to make an impact for Christ through your 
family, your neighbors, missions and other areas of your life 

 

❖ We are beginning our IMPACT focus with our finances (show slide) 
 

Make an Impact Through Giving 
 

❖ We will see what God’s word teaches us about money and stewardship  

❖ I believe I am safe to say that all of us have struggled with money 
 

❖ You’ve had times that a $20 bill would have made you feel very rich 

❖ I remember when Beth and I had to find change to buy a gallon of milk 
 

➢ I will be sharing principles from God’s word about finances today 
and the next three Sunday’s 

 

✪ These principles can help you see your money God’s way and 
help you with your financial battles 

 
 We are also starting a group study called I Was Broke, Now I’m Not  

 
 It is a six session DVD-based study that teaches biblical and practical 
personal finance skills and tools 

 
 This six-week study starts today at 5:30 pm in the Foundation  

 
 You will learn biblical, practical and personal finance skills and tools 
 The class is free, unless you want to buy the study material ($30) 

 



 

 

✪ We want you to be able to not only find out how to cheerfully 
give to God’s work, but also how you can fulfill the personal 
goals, plans and desires that God has given you  

 
❖ We will begin by talking about ownership 
  
➢ Do you remember the first time you owned something?  

 
 I remember purchasing our first house 

 
 We rented a duplex on N. Howell Ave, off Brainerd Rd, for $115.00 a 
month our first year of marriage 

 
 We decided to buy a house our 2nd year of marriage (20 years old) 
 We were both in college; I was working full time, Beth part time  

 
 Our parents thought we were crazy! 
 Our mortgage payment was going to be $134.00 a month ($19 increase) 

 
 It wasn’t our house, it was God’s  

 

✪ God’s Word is clear; we are not really owners of anything  

✪ He is the owner of everything we have 

  

■ God Owns It All 
 

Psalm 24:1 (NKJV) 
The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell 
therein. 
 
Job 41:11 (NKJV) 
Who has preceded Me, that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is 
Mine. 
 

✪ My family is not mine, my house is not mine, this church is not 
mine; it all belongs to God 

  

➢ Here’s real proof that none of us are really owners:  
 We will die and everything we possess will be given to someone else  



 

 

➢ God owns it all! 
 

❖ We can’t take stuff with us (picture of U-Haul) 
 

 Everything we have is provided by God and belongs to God 
 Even the ability to work and earn money is given to us by God   

 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 
17 then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have 
gained me this wealth.’ 18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for 
it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His 
covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 
 

✪ My ability to pastor or preach comes from God, He called me  
 

❖ God owns it all, everything we have comes from His hands 
 

❖ Remember this, embed this in your heart:  God owns it all! 
 

➢ He loves you. He cares for you. He is in control! 
  
 I Am the Manager 

 

❖ If God is the owner, then we are the managers  
 
Luke 12:42 (NKJV) 
42 And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food 
in due season?  
 

✪ “When we recognize that God is the owner and we are managers, 
it becomes clear that we must handle everything He has 
provided with tremendous care and consideration!” 

 
Herschel Hobbs, Bible scholar, pastor, (1907-1995) 
“A thing cannot have two absolute owners. Therefore, if God owns all 
things, we must recognize man as the steward of all things.” 
 



 

 

 A business owner has expectations of his employees  

✓ Help the owner maximize the business and earn a profit  

✓ An employee is a manager of some of the owner’s property  
 

✪ Are you an excellent manager of what God has given you?  
 

 Stewardship is A Matter of Trust 
 

 Fraudulent investment schemes happen too often 
 Someone takes a person’s money with the promise to manage it 

 
 You would be furious, you trusted them, they took your money & spent it 

 
 Stewardship is not just an issue of money; stewardship is an 

issue of trust!  
 
❖ God trusts us with many things: our bodies, our time, our gifts and 

talents, and money.  
  

❖ God knew that money & possessions would really compete for our heart  
 

➢ That is why Jesus focused on money so much   
 

 17 out of 38 parables are about money and possessions  
 1 out of 6 verses in the gospels focus on money and possessions  

 

✪ There are more verses about money in the Bible than love, hope, 
and prayer combined!  

  
• Can God trust me?  
  

✪ Money competes with God for lordship of our lives! What we do 
with our money is a direct indicator of our heart!  

  
Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   
 

❖ Before I was a pastor, Beth and I tithed; that is 10% of my gross, still do 
 



 

 

• Are you committed to God?  
 
 We can fake commitment until the time comes to put money 

behind it 
 

❖ Money provides proof of a commitment  
 To purchase a house, you must provide earnest money.  
 To reserve a hotel room, you must provide a credit/debit card number  
 Engagement/wedding rings are purchased as a sign of commitment 

 

❖ What you do with the money you manage will answer this question  
 

✪ “Am I a good manager of what God has provided?”  
  

 Am I giving money to God’s work?  
 
Proverbs 3:9  
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops;  
 

 Do I have a plan for every dollar God has provided?  
 
Proverbs 21:5  
The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.  
 

✪ Can God trust you with everything He has provided?  
  

❖ God measures our trustworthiness by how we manage what He has 
given to us right now!  

  

✪ It’s not how much we have of the world that dictates our generosity 
toward God, but how much God has of us! What are you doing now 
with what you have? Can God trust you?  

 

• Can I trust God?  
 

✪ “The only time God ever tells us to test Him is with money.” 

 
 
 



 

 

Malachi 3:10   
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, 
and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you 
the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will 
not be room enough to receive it. 
  

❖ Trust is critical in any relationship.  
 

✪ Can God trust you? Do you trust Him?  
 

 Take out a dollar bill, whatever you have; what does it say? 
 

In God We Trust 
 

 The company I worked for when Joseph was born decided to drop 
maternity insurance because they thought no one would be having a 
baby, but they did not ask me 

 
 They paid half of the bill 

 
 I went full time as a pastor in 1984 making $300 a week and did not 
have insurance when Jonathan was born 

 
 I went to pick up our mail and there was an anonymous check that paid 
the bill 

 
 We trusted God to provide in these situations and we still 

trust him  
 
Close 
 

 The greatest decision anyone could ever make is to surrender their 
life to Jesus.  

 
 It is a recognition that God owns everything, that we are managers, 
and that we truly TRUST HIM with everything – our entire life.  

 
 If you have never given your life to Jesus Christ, I challenge you to 
make that decision today.  


